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ACTS/ORUEF Oklahoma 
Educator’s Conference 

November 4th, 2019 
Welcome, 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the 2019 
ACTS/ORUEF Oklahoma Educators’ Conference. It is an honor and a privilege to 
have you with us today. We are really excited about the conference line-up this 
year. We have some exceptional speakers in both our general and break-out 
sessions. 

 

The purpose of this conference is to provide an opportunity for leaders, 
teachers, and staff to receive professional development that is relevant and of 
high quality. It is also a place for networking with individuals in the same 
profession who have similar beliefs and values. 
Our goal is to strengthen Christian schools while enjoying the friendly 
exchange of dialogue among Christian School leaders, teachers, and staff. 
 

We pray this conference would be one where you receive encouragement and 
motivation as a Christian and a leader and take-home new ideas to put into 
practice in your field of education. 
 

In His Service, 

 

     
Steve Lindquist    Dr. Jay Nelson   Dr. Donnie Peal 
Director of Accreditation, ACTS  Executive Director, ACTS  Executive Director, ORUEF 
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7:45am—8:15am  Registration  

8:15am—8:30am  Announcements/Worship  

8:30am—9:30am  Opening Session: Steve 

Lindquist 

9:40am—10:30am  Workshop Session 1  

10:40am—11:30am Workshop Session 2  

11:30am—12:50pm  Lunch  

1:00pm—1:50pm  Workshop Session 3 

2:00pm—2:50pm  Workshop Session 4  

3:00pm—4:00pm  Closing Session: Steve 

Lindquist  

4:00pm     Dismissal 
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Steve Lindquist 

Steve joined the ACTS team in 2012. In November 2013, the ACTS Board 

hired him in a part time role as Director of Accreditation and Member 

Services. In June 2015, he moved into that role full time. 

In his 20+ years of Christian education, Steve served as a classroom teacher 

(Secondary History, AP Government and Politics, Economics, Geography, 

etc.), and Assistant Principal and Principal in Brandon, FL. Originally from 

Virginia Beach, VA, Steve attended Liberty University, earning a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Religion – Youth Ministries Concentration and a Minor 

degree in Childhood Adolescent Psychology. After moving to Florida in 

1996, he attended the University of South Florida, earning a Master of Arts 

Degree in Secondary Social Science Education (6th-12th Grade) and 

completed Masters and Doctorate level coursework in Educational 

Leadership. He and his wife Katrina have been married 23 years and have 

two children –    Taylor, a recent HS graduate with plans to join the US 

Military and Sarah, an 8th grader who has dreams of being a professional 

dancer with a ballet company. 
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Session 1 
 

Professional Learning: What’s In and What’s Out 
Dr. Amy Shaw, Lakewood Christian School, Room 401, All, Administration 

We will discuss ten keys to making professional learning meaningful. Chances are, as you look at your calendar 
of scheduled professional learning days, you are not overcome with excitement. The greatest challenge in 
teacher development is not teaching teachers something new but ensuring that knowledge and skills are 
applied in the classroom. 
 

Food Allergies in the Classroom 
Leann Yandell, Lakewood Christian School, Room 402, All 

In this session, attendees will learn how food allergies can affect many areas in the classroom. Areas covered 
will include signs of possible anaphylaxis, action plans, sensory materials, etc.  
 

Development – Where is the Money? 
Darla Otto, Wesleyan Christian School, Room 403, All  

We know that tuition is not enough to meet the annual budget. So where is the rest of the money? This 
workshop provides an overview on how to position your school to raise the funds needed to meet your annual 
budget, periodic major needs, and long-term sustainability requirements. 
 

Everyday Math in Early Childhood 
Dr. Lori Kelly, Summit Christian Academy & Early Learning Center, Secondary Cafe, Preschool 

Participants will learn how to incorporate math into children’s everyday life. They will also explore ways to 
change their math centers so children are interested in the activities. 
 

 Teacher = CEO: From Schedules to Management for the Early Educator 
Becky Custer, BJU Press, Room 414, Preschool, Lower Elementary  

Effective classroom management creates an environment that is conducive to teaching and learning. 
Implement appropriate classroom procedures, strategies and instructional techniques to help guide learning 
activities and manage student behavior. 
 

The Upside-Down Classroom: A Jesus-Centered Approach to Learning 
Dr. Amanda Wilson & Kenzie McCullough, Oral Roberts University, Room 415, Preschool, Elementary 

Biblical integration is more than adding scripture to your lesson plan. In this workshop, participants will 
discover how to model their classrooms after the upside-down kingdom where Jesus is center and the Bible 
leads the learning. 

 



 7 

 

 

 

Session 2 
 

STEAM in the Non-Stem Classroom 
Rachel Shaw, Lakewood Christian School, Room 401, Elementary, Secondary  

In this session we will discuss how to incorporate STEAM in classroom settings that don’t come by it naturally.  
 

Key Levers of Educational Improvement – Who is Responsible and How Does it 
Occur? 
Steve Lindquist, ACTS, Room 402, All, Administration 

Each year during Pre-Planning, teachers brainstorm how to make the upcoming year better than the year 
before. Many will focus on multiple areas with several variables, in hopes of finding the right “formula” for 
success. During this session, we will focus on three key areas of improvement: Expectations, Strategy, and 
Perspective – each with its own set of compelling questions. 
 

Marketing – It is NOT About Your School 
Darla Otto, Wesleyan Christian School, Room 403, All 

Your school is a business and can’t survive without marketing. But where do you start? What works for 
Christian Schools? Who is your audience? What needs to be communicated? What are cost effective methods 
that work? What are common mistakes to avoid? This workshop provides practical and proven methods to 
promote your school. 
 

Service Learning – Innovative Ways to Connect the Classroom 
Donna Gradel & Dr. Lori Kelly, Summit Christian Academy, Secondary Cafe, All 

In this session we will discuss how to extend your curriculum into the local and global community and share 
examples of successful projects that create pathways for students to become world-changers. 
 

Music and Puppets – Supplemental Teaching Tools to Enhance and Stimulate 
Learning 
Becky Custer, BJU Press, Room 414, Preschool 
Music, a powerful motivator, can also be one of the joys of learning as well. Introducing puppets to the early 
learner allows his or her mind to create, explore, and flourish. There is no better way to create fun, 
memorable learning experiences, than by incorporating appropriate melodies and exciting puppet friends into 
the classroom! 
 

Unlock the Einstein Inside: Effective Brain-Friendly Strategies 
Dr. Amanda Wilson, Oral Roberts University, Room 415, Preschool, Elementary 

The name “Einstein” is practically synonymous with “smart”. In this workshop, participants will learn how to 
unlock the Einstein inside each of their students by targeting weak cognitive skills and training the brain’s 
ability to read, think, learn, remember, and pay attention. 
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Session 3 
 

Divided Kingdom: 1 Kings 12 – 2 Kings 
Dr. Marvin Effa, Bethany Christian School, Room 401, All 
Teachers with a Provisional Teacher Certificate must obtain formal Bible training. A teacher may meet this goal 
through 6 academic hours at an accredited university or 18 CEU’s of Biblical Studies (1 CEU = 6 actual hours), or 
18 Bible classes provided at ACTS Conferences that meet one of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of 
completion for each class; this certificate is your proof that you have attended the class. 
 

Self-Care 
Tamara Salyers, Lakewood Christian School, Room 402, All 

During this session, we will discuss the importance of taking care of yourself so you can take care of your 
students and others. 
 

Engaging & Motivating Students Who Don’t Care 
Dr. Chris Royael, Victory Christian School, Room 403, All 

God has a plan for all of our students – even those who under-perform, misbehave, or lack motivation. We will 
look at factors that affect motivation and undermine the learning environment and offer practical strategies to 
capture the hearts and minds of our students. 
 

Creating Your Own Escape/Breakout Room 
Donna Gradel, Summit Christian Academy, Secondary Cafe, All 

Walk through a classroom challenge then break down the steps to design your unique breakout that fits into 
your curriculum. 
 

That Makes Sense(ory) 
Kellie Wright, Lakewood Christian School, Room 414, Preschool, Elementary 
In this session we will explore the possibilities of sensory integration and discuss why it is a crucial part of child 
development and how to make it a viable part of learning.  
 

Sparking Interest in Your Classroom Centers 
Sheila Thomas, Amanda White, Vivian Russell, Summit Early Learning Center, Room 415, Preschool 

Getting children engaged in centers can sometimes be challenging. Come hear some ideas for incorporating 
loose parts, provocations, and literacy into your centers. This will be a hands-on session so come prepared to 
engage! 
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Session 4 
 

Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah/Lamentations (emphasis on Isaiah) 
Dr. Marvin Effa, Bethany Christian School, Room 401, All 

Teachers with a Provisional Teacher Certificate must obtain formal Bible training. A teacher may meet this goal 
through 6 academic hours at an accredited university or 18 CEU’s of Biblical Studies (1 CEU = 6 actual hours), or 18 
Bible classes provided at ACTS Conferences that meet one of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of 
completion for each class; this certificate is your proof that you have attended the class. 
 

Developing a Missions Program for Christian Schools 
Bill Fought, Jr, Lakewood Christian School, Room 402, All 

In this session we will discuss training children to be global, to be givers, to be connected to the church at large, 
and to develop a systematic program to engage believers of all ages to demonstrate God’s heart. 
 

Life-on-Life Transformation: Making Disciples in Your Classroom 
Dr. Chris Royael, Victory Christian School, Room 403, All 

We will explore how the emerging generation thinks, believes and relates and what it will take to “make disciples” 
by promoting whole-person growth and student success. 
 

Administrator Roundtable 
Dr. Jay Nelson and Steve Lindquist, ACTS, Room 410, Administration 

Join us as for a great time of collaboration as we discuss relevant topics in the world of Christian Education today. 
 

Seating and Related Tricks to Help Maintain Your Students Attention 
Linda Steed, Little Light House, Room 414, Preschool – 12th  

This workshop will focus on what the optimal seating looks like and simple modifications to promote the student’s 
attention in the classroom. Ideas for modifications are inexpensive, easy to implement, and useful for students 
PreK – 12th grade. 
 

How Your Language Teaches 
Joslynn Suffel, Summit Early Learning Center, Room 415, Preschool 
This presentation will look at how language impacts young children. We will discuss being intentional with your 
language in order to help develop vocabulary, conversation skills, and critical thinking. 
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