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ACTS Florida 
Educator’s Conference 

January 23rd - 24th, 2020 
 

Welcome, 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the 2020 ACTS Florida 
Educators’ Conference. It is an honor and a privilege to have you with us today. We are 
really excited about the conference line-up this year. We have some exceptional speakers 
in both our general and break-out sessions. 

 

The purpose of this conference is to provide an opportunity for leaders, teachers, and 
staff to receive professional development that is relevant and of high quality. It is also a 
place for networking with individuals in the same profession who have similar beliefs and 
values. 
Our goal is to strengthen Christian schools while enjoying the friendly exchange of 
dialogue among Christian School leaders, teachers, and staff. 
 

We pray this conference would be one where you receive encouragement and motivation 
as a Christian and a leader and take home new ideas to put into practice in your field of 
education. 
 

In His Service, 

 

     
Steve Lindquist    Dr. Jay Nelson     
Director of Accreditation, ACTS  Executive Director, ACTS    
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Thursday, January 23rd, 2020 
 
12:30 pm    Registration 

1:00 – 1:15 pm  Welcome/Announcements 

1:15 – 1:30 pm   Worship 

1:35 – 2:50 pm  Keynote Session 1 - Brad Huddleston  

3:05 – 3:55 pm  Breakout Session 1 

4:00 pm   Dismissal 

 

 

Friday, January 24th, 2020 
 
8:00 am   Doors Open  

8:30 – 8:45 am   Welcome/Announcements  

8:45 – 9:00 am  Worship  

9:05 -10:30 am  Keynote Session 2 - Brad Huddleston 

10:40 -11:30 am  Super Session - Jason Foundation  

11:35 am – 1:05 pm  Lunch (lunch not provided)  

1:15 – 2:05 pm   Breakout 2  

2:15 – 3:05 pm   Breakout 3  

3:15 – 4:25 pm   Keynote Session 3 – Brad Huddleston 

4:30     Dismissal 
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Brad Huddleston 
 

Brad Huddleston is an internationally respected speaker, consultant, teacher 

and author on the important issues such as technology and culture. He has 

worked with universities, schools, churches and law enforcement, and 

spoken to tens of thousands around the world on both the advantages of 

well-used technology tools and the dangers of the growing trend toward 

technology addiction. Brad has an on-going collaboration with the Bureau of 

Market Research (BMR) and its Neuroscience Division at the University of 

South Africa. Brad has a degree in Computer Science and a Diploma of 

Biblical Studies and is a credentialed minister in the Acts 2 Alliance (A2A) 

movement in Australia. He's also a frequent guest on radio and television and 

author of Digital Cocaine: A Journey Toward iBalance and The Dark Side of 

Technology: Restoring Balance in the Digital Age. Brad and his wife, Beth, live 

in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Virginia in the United States. 
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Workshop-Session 1 
 

 
Writing the “Rock Star Self-Study and Hosting the “Bomb.com” 
Accreditation Visit 
Steve Lindquist and Kim Evans, ACTS 

Category: All 

Room: Peter Farrant 

Accreditation is an achievable milestone for any school. In this session, we will 

discuss the ins and outs of the self-study process, from analyzing your school’s 

demographics to finding where all the fire extinguishers are located! We will also 

talk about what it takes to host the site team and showcase your amazing 

school. 
 
 
 

Bios of Motivationally Challenged Learners 
Tracy Sawyer, the Learners’ Connection 

Category: Elementary, Secondary, Admin. 

Room: S125/127/129 

The struggle may not be academic! Explore the variety of reasons for learner 

disinterest and brainstorm through possible interactions to meet those found to 

be the most difficult of struggling learners. 

 

 

 

 

Technology Integration to Engage Students Learning 
Nicole Mercado and Tanarra Alvarez, Calvary City Christian Academy & 

Preschool 

Category: All 

Room: W213/217 

Different fun webpage and app to engage students learning. Math games, 

movement guided learning, reviews game online, reading and making videos 

resources. 
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Workshop-Session 1 Continued 
 

 

 
Stop Pulling Your Hair Out Over Math 
Frances (Fran) Rice, Central Baptist Christian School 

Category: Elementary 

Room: W215/216 

Free online sites to assist students who are below, at, or above grade level. Bring 

your phone or tablet to explore these sites with your peers. 

 

 
 
Creative Ways to Present Science 
Amirah Shubazz, Calvary City Church Academy & Preschool 

Category: Secondary 

Room: W112 

A presentation of hands-on, real-life ways to present complex concepts of 

thermodynamics, osmosis, and a breakdown to make science more human 

than textbook. 

 
 
An Overview of the United Kingdom  
Dr. Marvin J. Effa, Bethany Christian School 

Category: All 

Room: W211/218 

An overview of the United Kingdom, Part 2: 1 Kings 1-11, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

and Song of Solomon. Teachers with a Provisional Teacher Certificate must 

obtain formal Bible training. A teacher may meet this goal through 6 academic 

hours at an accredited university, or 18 CEUs of Biblical Studies (1 CEU= 6 actual 

hours), or 18 Bible classes provided at ACTS conferences that meet the 

Professional Teacher Certificate Biblical Studies requirement. This class meets one 

of the required 18. You will receive a certificate of completion for each class; 

this certificate is your proof that you have attended the class. 

 
 
 



8 | P a g e  
 

Workshop-Session 1 Continued 
 
 
Worship Dance, the Art of Expression 
Mareivy Rivera, Calvary City Christian Academy and Preschool 

Category: Preschool, Elementary 

Room: N101 

Worship dance involves mind, soul, and body, using movement as an expression 

of worship to God. How can this type of after-school program in a Christian 

school affect positively the lives of the students involved? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Joy in Your Calling 
Jessica Guntrum, First Assembly Christian School 

Category: Preschool 

Room: N102 

You are called, chosen, and busy. Let’s talk about some tips to retain your joy 

and your focus amidst the distractions of your daily life. 
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Super Session 

 
Christina Trimborn, HCA Healthcare  

Category: All  

Room: Sanctuary 

 

 

The Jason Foundation, Inc. (JFI) is dedicated to the prevention of the “Silent 

Epidemic” of youth suicide through educational and awareness programs that 

equip young people, educators/youth workers and parents with the tools and 

resources to help identify and assist at-risk youth. 

JFI believes that awareness and education are the first steps to prevention. We 

want to establish a Triangle of Prevention by providing students, parents and 

teachers the tools and resources to help identify and help at-risk youth. This is 

accomplished through a curriculum unit for students and informational seminars 

for teachers and parents. The programs provide resources to accomplish this 

goal. The materials are easy to use and are intended to provide educational 

information. There is no intent to diagnose or treat suicidal ideation. JFI’s 

intention is to empower youth, educators and parents to help recognize when 

young people are in pain and know to get professional help involved as soon as 

possible.  
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Workshop-Session 2 

 
 
Is There Science in the Bible? 
Jeff Dudukovich 

Category: All 

Room: Peter Farrant 

Nearly 70% (or more) of our youth leave the church upon high school 

graduation. Of those, 50% say it is because they had unanswered questions and 

contradictions between the science they were taught and the Bible they 

wanted to believe. Explore a sample of verses in the Bible which exhibit scientific 

foreknowledge and use them to introduce scientific concepts in your lessons. 

 

 

 
Attention, Learning Strengths, and Success in the Classroom 
Tracy Sawyer, the Learners’ Connection 

Category: Elementary, Secondary, Admin. 

Room: S125/127/129 

Learners with differing strengths also have differing distractors and attention-

keepers. Learn how to stimulate and reign in the attention of the learners in your 

care. 

 

 

 

Sports as Evangelistic Outreach  
Eddie Speir, Inspiration Academy 

Category: All 

Room: W112 

Identifying and stepping ahead of the youth sports trends in America today. 

How can developing a sports program be used as an evangelistic tool? 

Strategies for starting and growing a specific sport program. 
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Workshop-Session 2 Continued 
 

 
Overview of the Divided Kingdom 
Dr. Marvin J. Effa, Bethany Christian School 

Category: All 

Room: W211/218 

This session is an overview of the United Kingdom, Part 2: 1 Kings 1-11, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. This session will also cover an overview of the 

Divided Kingdom: 1 Kings 12-2 Kings. Teachers with a Provisional Teacher 

Certificate must obtain formal Bible training. A teacher may meet this goal 

through 6 academic hours at an accredited university, or 18 CEUs of Biblical 

Studies (1 CEU= 6 actual hours), or 18 Bible classes provided at ACTS 

conferences that meet the Professional Teacher Certificate Biblical Studies 

requirement. This class meets one of the required 18. You will receive a 

certificate of completion for each class; this certificate is your proof that you 

have attended the class. 

 
 

 
Acts Accreditation Team Training 
Steve Lindquist, ACTS 

Category: All 

Room: W213/217 

In this session we will give an overview of the Accreditation team training for 

ACTS schools. Please note that all accredited schools are required to have a 

minimum of two trained accreditation team members. 

 
 
 
Helicopters and Snowflakes-Dealing with Today’s Parents 
Pam Lintzenberger, BJU Press 

Category: All 

Room: W215/216 

Parents and students are very different from those we dealt with 20 and even 10 

years ago. In this workshop, we will discuss several types of parental 

involvement, how and why they are different from the past, and talk about 

practical methods to handle difficult parental situations in your classroom- 

without losing your sanity! 
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Workshop-Session 2 Continued 
 

 
Get to Know BJU Press Technology Resources 
Greg Fuller, Precept Marketing 

Category: All 

Room: W219/220 

Whether you are new to BJU Press resources or want to make the most of tools 

you already use, this session will explore Teacher Tools Online (TTO), eTextbooks, 

Christian Classroom Online (CCO), and AfterSchoolHelp.com. 

 
 

Welcome to Preschool Circle Time Workshop 
Nellie Rosado and Wanda Rodriguez,  

Calvary City Christian Academy and Preschool 

Category: Preschool 

Room: N101 

This session helps to show ways to make circle time meaningful and fun. Circle 

time is a time for important social interactions among young children. It helps 

develop positive relationships between classmates through engaging and fun 

activities as they learn to explore their world. 

 

 

 

 
ABC 123 Come Along and Share with Me 
Earlene Carte and Jessica Guntrum, First Assembly Christian School 

Category: Admin. 

Room: N102 

This will be a time of collaboration for preschool directors/administrators. 

 

 

 

 
Finding Peace in the Chaos of the Storm 
Tabitha Lastinger, First Assembly Christian School 

Category: Preschool 

Room: N113 

Have you ever felt at the end of your patience? Come learn some keys for 

creating and maintaining a fun, joyful environment, while keeping peace during 

the chaos of the storm. 



13 | P a g e  
 

Workshop-Session 3 
 

STEAM Nights, Science Fairs, and STEM Clubs: Using Science to 
Strengthen and Showcase Your School! 
Jeff Dudukovich 

Category: All 

Room: Peter Farrant 

Are the STEAM subjects a source of strength or weakness for your school? Do 

your students typically leave for the local public school after elementary or 

middle school in search of stronger math and science curriculum? Are you 

having a hard time attracting new families and growing your student 

population? This workshop will address these issues and provide simple ways to 

spark enthusiasm, aid retention and recruitment, and make your school the talk 

of the town! 

 

 

 
Building Bridges to Learning 
Tracy Sawyer, the Learners’ Connection 

Category: Elementary, Secondary, Admin. 

Room: S125/127/129 

Bridges are built with tools and materials to connect land and span chasms. 

Learners obtain new skills in much the same way. Learn how to recognize and fill 

academic gaps in order to build structurally sound bridges from childhood to 

adulthood. 

 

 

 
A Response to the JROTC Question for Private High Schools 
Nick Ward, First Assembly Christian School 

Category: Secondary and Admin. 

Room: W211/218 

FACS has piloted a civil air patrol cadet program that meets on campus and 

trains 12-18-year-olds in leadership, STEM, drill & ceremonies, and cybersecurity. 
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Workshop-Session 3 Continued 
 
 
Administrator Round Table 
Steve Lindquist, ACTS 

Category: Administrators 

Room: W213/217 

Come prepared to discuss with other Administrators common issues and 

solutions. 

 
 
 

Managing the “Middles” 
Pam Litzenberger, BJU Press 

Category: Secondary 

Room: W215/216 

Wondering how to keep your 30 sixth graders engaged? Or those 25 8th Graders 

actually paying attention in class? In this workshop I will present you practical 

ways to keep your class moving and engaged---in what you are teaching! We 

will discuss problems ranging from taking attendance painlessly, transitions, 

grading homework easily without having to repeat answers numerous times, to 

how to grade that endless pile of tests more quickly, then record those grades. 

Come loaded with your questions and tips to share with the group! 

 

 

 
Get to Know BJU Press Technology Resources 
Greg Fuller, Precept Marketing 

Category: All 

Room: W219/220 

Whether you are new to BJU Press resources or want to make the most of tools 

you already use, this session will explore Teacher Tools Online (TTO), eTextbooks, 

Christian Classroom Online (CCO), and AfterSchoolHelp.com. 

 

 
 

What Happens Next? 
Matthew Jesse, Calvary City Christian Academy and Preschool 

Category: Secondary, Admin. 

Room: W112 

A concise study of the end times (eschatology) events starting with the rapture. 
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Workshop-Session 3 Continued 
 

 
Exploring and Creating Hands-On Activities Workshop 
Nellie Rosado and Wanda Rodriguez, Calvary City Christian School Academy 

and Preschool 

Category: Preschool 

Room: N101 

Hands-On learning is proven to be more effective at helping students grasp 

what they are taught. We will be exploring and creating in this session using 

different materials including recycling materials. 

 

 

 
Classroom Management and Challenging Behaviors 
Lorie Principe, First Assembly Christian School 

Category: Preschool 

Room: N102 

Join me as I share tips on following through on your lesson plans, keeping your 

students focused, and maintaining classroom schedules all while managing 

challenging behaviors. 

 

 
 

Meaningful Transitions 
Janice Hunter, Rachel Dewese, and Savannah Stickle 

First Assembly Christian School 

Category: Preschool 

Room: N113 

Are you looking for more time in your day to teach and review language, 

literacy, and math? Do you want to cut down on “wait time” during transitions? 

Come and join us as share the songs, chants, and fingerplays that we use to 

help provide smooth transitions during the day. 
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SCHOOL MAP 
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SCHOOL MAP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


